NARRATOR
EBU, The voice of blind and partially sighted people in Europe

"Accessible Voting Matters"

PARTICIPANT
My name is Daan de Kort, from the Netherlands.

Elections are for everyone, also for blind and visually impaired people.

It is my right, my vote, my independence.

At elections of 2018 in the Netherlands I was able, for the first time in my life, to vote in an equal and independent way, without any assistance.

It was a moment of happiness for me, and a moment like that, I wish to everyone.

NARRATOR
Elections are easy. You just choose your favourite option on a paper.

But by design, this is not possible for most visually impaired voters

There is no country in Europe, where the estimated thirty million visually impaired citizens can vote in a fully accessible way.

PARTICIPANT
I am Loredana, from Belgium and Romania at the same time.

I can vote in both countries, but not alone. Next time, I’m voting in this polling station in Belgium and I will not be able to do it alone.

PARTICIPANT
My name is Wolfgang Angermann. I am the President of the European Blind Union.

I prefer to cast my vote through postal ballot, but what I get are papers that are not accessible at all, so I need a trusted person to help me.

PARTICIPANT
Hello, my name is Jakob Rosin. I’m from Estonia.

Being able to vote independently is very important, especially when you are blind, because you want your vote to be cast also privately as everybody else does it.

In Estonia we do have a digital e-voting system, so you can vote on-line via your own computer, and recently quite recently, this has become accessible as well, so everybody who is blind can use their screenreaders to also vote, from their home, from their work, or wherever will they be, with an internet connection.

I think it’s very important to have this service available, and I’m very grateful that we can do this.

PARTICIPANT
My name is Maria Kyriacou, I come from Cyprus.

In the upcoming elections, it will be up to the goodwill of the workers at the polling center, whether or not I will be allowed to cast my vote with the assistance of a person of my own choice.

Why so? In Cyprus this right is not established by the electoral law governing the European elections.

PARTICIPANT
Hi everybody, this is Frieda from Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

It is very important for everybody to be able to vote independently, as it ensures that if you want to vote, that you can vote, and that the choice who to vote for is least affected by the people around you, who might think that it’s better to vote for anybody else.

It could happen, so this is about autonomy but as we are equals for the law we should ensure that everybody is able to vote independently.

We have a right to an independent and secret vote.

NARRATOR
There are many good examples in Europe, how governments can guarantee this right for visually impaired citizens.

Follow our project to learn how

PARTICIPANTS
I shouldn't have to count on anybody for my vote to count!
NARRATOR
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