Video 6

The right to maximum independence

Introduction:

This video showing how blind and partially sighted people can gain maximum independence in their daily lives, uses simply drawn animation and text on screen to illustrate the verbal message. The animation shows the solutions that are needed, to allow people with low vision to have maximum independence at home and in the workplace.  

Scene-by-scene description:

This simply drawn animation uses a palette of non-subject specific colours, to illustrate the verbal message of the video.

In a  white circle, a small green bird flutters its wings as it flies from the palm of a person's hand. Next to the heading, the Right to Maximum Independence.

Over the words,  this is a message, a blue envelope lands in the hand of a dark-haired male politician who is standing next to a female decision maker in healthcare and a young female journalist with wavy blue hair and round glasses.

To illustrate solving our own problems, a young man with ginger hair stares at a blackboard at a maze inside a large question mark. With a green pen he finds the path out of the maze. 

A young man with black curly hair vaults with ease over a freestanding brick wall. He smiles proudly, a large S on the front of his T shirt and a red superman cloak fluttering from his shoulders, illustrating his boosted self confidence and morale. 

Demonstrating how doubly important this is for blind and partially sighted people, a bearded young blind man uses his cane to avoid the brick wall. Smiling broadly, he gives a thumbs up and five green stars appear above his head.

The right to maximum independence is depicted by an animated cardiogram and the figure 3 appears in the top left hand corner of the screen, next to the words good health and well-being
A brown skinned hand picks out article 26 from a row of United Nations  convention folders on the rights of persons with disabilities. 

The bearded blind man steps into a coffee shop and joins two sighted friends at a table. The screen splits into four to illustrate independence in several aspects of daily life; having a coffee with friends, paying for it, placing a voting paper into a ballot box and examining the contours of a sculpted head in a museum.

Access to healthcare is illustrated by a woman with low vision having her eyes tested. Access to employment shows the bearded man using a braille keyboard. In a school, a teacher helps a young blind girl with orange bunches and dressed in dungarees, to read braille. In a supermarket a grey haired woman tells her younger companion, what cleaning product she needs.

At the words,  we need you to play your part, the journalist interviews the policy maker about a rehabilitation programme which teaches blind people about cooking. One young man in a beanie with his guide dog watching attentively,  places a holed punched card onto an induction hob, in order to know where the buttons are on the ceramic surface. Next to him the bearded man holds a bowl of food.  At a second cooking station, the girl with the bunches places a casserole dish onto the hob as the woman with low vision,  slices vegetables next to her.

A little boy wearing glasses and holding a football is guided by his teacher  across a floor stepping across three hoops. In a habilitation centre, he sits at a low table opposite a little girl and they push a large plastic ball from one to the other, watched by their teacher. 

To underpin the need for these services to be available, countrywide and in rural areas, the view through the classroom window shows a windmill, with a backdrop of distant hills. 

At an assistive technology fair, a technical assistant introduces the young girl to a braille keyboard and guides her fingers across it.  At a demonstration table nearby, the woman with low vision, swipes through different images on a magnified screen.

In a classroom as part of the habilitation and rehabilitation process, a teacher gives the girl braille keyboard tuition. 

A finger presses the forward arrow on a hand held device headed Right to maximum independence. In the final sequence, the young blind guy in the beanie hat and accompanied by his guide dog, stands on the textured strip on a station platform and extends his hand to the automatic door button on a train.
END OF DOCUMENT.
