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EU signature of the Marrakesh treaty! Next step ratification?
At the offices of the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) on 30th April the European Union will officially sign the WIPO Marrakech Treaty. This official signature ceremony in Geneva is a major step in the ongoing struggle to end the “book famine” in which just a few per cent of books are available in accessible formats like audio or large print.
The Greek presidency of the Council is to be praised for its efficiency in pushing this through and making this signature ceremony a reality. While this represents a great symbolic leap forward for this treaty, for which EBU has been campaigning long and hard over an extended period, it does not mean that the campaign is over. The next step is that the treaty, to become effective, must be ratified by at least 20 individual WIPO member states. For the treaty to really become useful, we need ratification to be as widespread as possible, as only organisations in countries which have ratified will be able to send books to each other under the terms of the treaty.
EBU calls on the EU and its Member States to speedily convert the important symbolism of its signature into the tangible act of ratification.
As the the President of the European Blind Union, Wolfgang Angermann, says:
“Information is what we need for our decisions and choices in all aspects of life. EBU urges all EU Member States to urgently ratify the Treaty which is being signed in Geneva. We will be putting pressure on the forthcoming Italian presidency of the Council for them to help us secure full and speedy ratification of this vital treaty in as many countries as possible.”
 Obtaining the treaty required a hard campaign over several years, not least in the EU itself. EBU is proud to be part of this signature ceremony which symbolises the progress made, but will not lose sight of the fact that there is still work to be done to finally end the "book famine"
More about the Marrakech treaty
At the centre of this treaty is an article giving permission for blind people’s organisations and libraries to share their collections of accessible titles with other same-language communities around the world. Examples of this include Spain and Argentina being able to share their combined collections of over 150.000 titles right across Latin America as soon as the government of each recipient country ratifies and implements the treaty. In short, it provides a crucial legal framework for adoption of national copyright exceptions in countries that lack them.  It also creates an international import/export regime for the exchange of accessible books across borders.
About EBU
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