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Project Brief

Project Name: Raising the awareness of relevant EU bodies and relief organizations on the specific needs of blind and partially sighted refugees, asylum seekers and economic migrants, and lobbying them to ensure they receive equal treatment with their sighted peers.

Project leader: Maria Kyriacou, EBU Secretary General

Date of brief: May3, 2016
_____________________________________________________

1. Overview
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1.1 Project objective(s)
In the light of recent developments leading to an ever increasing flow of refugees, asylum seekers and economic migrants, to make sure Blind and partially sighted people among them receive equal treatment with their sighted peers in line with Article 11 of the United Nations Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD. EBU will achieve this by 
· Raising the awareness of relevant EU bodies and relief organizations on the specific needs of Blind and partially sighted refugees, asylum seekers and economic migrants, and lobbying them to ensure they receive equal treatment with their sighted peers.
· Encouraging its national members to take similar action at the national level and to share good practice across the EBU network.

1.2 Benefits / Outcomes.
The report that will be delivered will contain information on good practice examples in an attempt to encourage its national members to take similar action at the national level. The report will also set the basis for lobbying material to use when raising the awareness of relevant EU bodies and relief organizations on the specific needs of Blind and partially sighted refugees, asylum seekers and economic migrants in an attempt to ensure that they receive equal treatment with their sighted peers.

2. Scheduling/Phasing
-Project leader to try to recruit members for the project group by May 31, 2016.
-Prepare and circulate a short questionnaire on collecting information on good practice from member countries by June 13, 2016.
-To collect information by national members by July 18, 2016.
-To deliver a report on the findings by September 1, 2016.
-To share the report with national members and encourage them to take similar action at the national level by September 2016.
-To prepare lobbying material based on the collected information to Raise awareness of relevant EU bodies and relief organizations on the specific needs of Blind and partially sighted refugees, asylum seekers and economic migrants to ensure they receive equal treatment with their sighted peers by December 2016.

3. Who is involved and project costs

3.1 Cost of project 
No cost is foreseen for the completion of this project.

3.2. Teams and Partners Contributing
EBU national members
Collaboration with EDF

4. Relationship to other EBU projects and activities
There is no direct relation with other EBU projects and activities.
It is however part of the priority area 1 of the EBU strategic plan for 2015-19 and a resolution adopted during the 10th EBU General Assembly.
The report can be used for awareness raising and campaigns on a European and national level.

5. What might go wrong?
EBU members not contributing by completing the questionnaires preventing in this way the delivery of an accurate and up-to-date report with good practice examples. 
No other individuals joining the project team, especially someone who has expertise in campaigning on an EU level, limiting in this way the possibility to reach out and raise awareness of relevant EU bodies and relief organizations.

6. Other relevant information
Project leader already initiated communication with EDF and investigated the possibility of collaboration. EDF is currently collecting information, raising awareness on the issue on their website/Facebook page and with the EU policy makers. EDF considers it will be useful if EBU would be able to collect examples and good practices from national members to enhance in awareness raising as the situation evolves.

